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raised a hypothetical case: "I think if you, after keeping
one of these children in your Home for a year, were simply
to open your doors and turn it out, it would be cruel of
you—and what you would not do; but I do not think, if
you did, they could have a Writ of habeas corpus against you."
This statement implies that Barnardo, not having thrust the
boy upon the streets, but having placed him in the way of
excellent opportunities in Canada, was liable to have a Writ
of habeas corpus issued against him. And that implication
Barnardo followed up; for, elaborating its significance, he
rejoined: "My Lords, if that is the Law; if that is to be
understood as the expression of your Lordships upon this
point, I venture to say that the decision will go to the root,
not only of my work, but of that of every Institution engaged
in rescuing children from surroundings of the worst class,
and from vicious influences."
Then, admitting that, if such were the Law, he might
already "in hundreds of cases5' unwittingly have broken it,
Barnardo pushed on. During the past twenty years he had,
without the consent of parents (who frequently were "im-
possible to trace"), sent many children abroad: always
incited by one motive alone—the welfare of the child. What,
therefore, was his legal status towards such children? "Am
I liable to have these relatives coming to the Courts for
aid to bring them back to the misery of their former lot?
I would appeal to your Lordships in giving your decision,
if it is adverse to me upon this point, to lay down clearly
for my guidance—and that of others—what our position is,
and will be, under the new and extended application of
habeas corpus"
During the Appeal it was proved that Mrs. Gossage,
now so anxious to have Harry removed to a Catholic Home,
had told inmates of the Poor House where she was living
that she wanted her newly born child placed under Bar-
nardo's care. Hence, while she was permitting her name
and "legal rights" to be exploited for Harry's removal from

